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the neck, thus severing the carotid artery, and the blood
jetted out over the shingle. Then they cut along the middle
line of the back and along each side with swift, sure strokes of
their knives and made other cuts cross-ways, one behind the
head and one in front of the tail flippers. Their knives and
hands grew crimson and gleamed and often the men
straightened themselves at their work to strop their knives on
the hones they carried in their belts. As they straightened
themselves and saw me watching they laughed and winked.
"Much blood!" they said. Meanwhile the young and
stringy Norwegian had sculled out to the Don Ernesto, where
she rode at anchor in the bay, and was now rowing back to
the beach again. Across the widening gap of water between
the " pram " and the ship a length of rope increased, making
between boat and ship a thin curve which presently dipped
into the water. Meanwhile, too, Chiquito was busy away
up the beach tormenting cows and pups as they lay in the
water. You could see his distant figure dancing for joy as he
flung stones and hear their indignant "Ack. Ack-Ack-
Ack." From the back of each corpse the skin and its
attached thick, greasy-looking greyish blubber was taken off
in two strips and then the carcass was turned over and
similar strips taken off the under-surface. Now the dozen
odd corpses on the beach lay on their backs, red, naked and
diminished. Only the unskinned head, tail and fore flippers
retained their former size. Beside each lay a heap of
blubber. The men straightened themselves and cleaned
their dripping hands and knives. The Argentines, who had
worked together, being the most skilled had finished'first and
sat down contentedly where a clump of tussock overshadowed
the shingle. They smoked and laughed. Presently they
lay down and, clasping their hands behind their heads, they
dozed. " So much blood, so much work, for so few beasts,**
said the ex-student of the University of Oslo, wiping his
knife on a piece of waste. One of the men beckoned me
over to his skinned corpse. He slit open the body wall and